
Developing and Delivering
Effective Research Presentations



A Poster is a Visual Aid

Three reasons for using a visual aid

– Clarity, Interest, and Retention

Visual aids are evaluated on three levels

– Does it add clarity, interest, or retention?

– How well is it constructed?

– How well is it used / integrated during
the discussion?



Judging Rubric for STEM



Judging Rubric for Non-STEM



Poster Resources Available

• There will be two sessions on designing a poster

presentation:

– Thursday, April 14

Designing a Research Poster Presentation

1:00-2:00 PM & 4:00-5:00 PM

Mr. Marvin Bennett, AG 30

– Thursday, April 21

Research Poster Design Workshop  

1:00-2:15 PM

Mr. Marvin Bennett, Midway 308

[Bring your own laptop]



Criteria for Effective
Communication

• Be conversational

• Make eye contact 70-80% of the time (use brief note  
cards if necessary)

• Adapt the message to the audience (This might  
require using non-technical language for people who  
are not experts in the area)

• Make sure to smile. People like talking with you
when you are enthusiastic about your research.

• Use “signposts” such as: “first,” “second,” “third,”  
“next,” “then,” and “last” to help the audience  
understand how your topic “fits together.”



Managing Anxiety

• Realize that nervousness is normal

• Understand that saying, “That is a great question,  
and I am not sure” is an okay response if you do not  
know the answer

• Communicate the information; it is not a theatrical  
performance – slow the rate of speech

• Practice and preparation are the best ways to
manage anxiety

• Note that most of the nervousness felt is not visible  
to the audience



Exercise

• You are in the elevator with the President

of City Tech.

• He has extra funding.

• Can you convince him to fund your  

research/project before you reach the 11th 

floor?



Picture of a Elevator



Talking Points

Prepare a one-minute summary of the project

• Describe the research topic addressing the  
importance and relevance.

• What data was collected and How was it collected?

• What was the method of analysis?

• What were the findings?

• What conclusion(s) can be drawn from the findings?

• What are the next steps for the research? For  
example, does it lead to a new research question  
and project? If so, be able to describe that briefly.



Honors and Research Scholars
Poster Presentation

• Poster Set Up:
– Atrium First and Ground Floors: posters set up during this time  

will be eligible for the Best Poster Presentation Award  
Competition.

– Winners will be announced at the Awards Ceremony.

– Wednesday, May 4, from 9-11 AM

• Poster Presentation
– Atrium First and Ground Floors: posters will be left overnight,  

so anything of value should be taken home and brought back  
the following day.

– Wednesday, May 4, from 11 AM-4 PM and Thursday, May 5,  
from 10 AM-3 PM



Honors and Research Scholars
Poster Presentation date

• Awards Ceremony: Please attend the ceremony!

– Atrium Amphitheater

– Thursday, May 5

– Reception: 12-12:30 PM

– Awards Ceremony: 12:30-2 PM


