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WORKSHOPS



CUNY2xTech

● What is CUNY2x?
○ Launched in 2017 under Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 

New York Works plan 
○ Doubling (2x) the number of CUNY students 

graduating annually with a tech-related bachelor's 
degree and preparing them for careers in the NYC 
tech industry.



CUNY2x @ City Tech

● Tech Talent Pipeline Residency 
○ Skills Training - Web Development Bootcamp
○ Paid internship

● Advisement Cohorts
○ Academic & Career planning



Arthur Chisolm 
CUNY2xTech - Career/Academic Advisor

● Degree in Mechanical Engineering CCNY (CUNY)
● Worked as an Engineer for 4 years 
● Recruiting and sales within the tech industry 
● Focused on technical education programs
● Advise students how to secure careers in tech



CAREER FOUNDATIONS

WORKSHOPS SPRING 2025:

1. 2/25 Resume: Craft a resume that resonates with tech employers

2. 3/3 Cover Letter 2025, Using AI effectively (Allison)

3. 3/11 Setting Up Your GitHub (Kimberly)

4. Create a LinkedIn profile that opens doors

a. Date: Tuesday, March 25th, 12pm-1pm on Zoom

5. 4/8 Grow your tech network and make connections that can lead to opportunities

6. 4/22 Elevate your Application Game on LinkedIn

7. ?/??  Acing The Interview



LinkedIn

 The most 
COMPLETE 

LinkedIn Profile



Why Should We Use LinkedIn?

1. Network to over 950 Million Professionals
○ 80% of Jobs Filled Through Networking

2. 90% of Recruiters Use LinkedIn
3. 50 Million weekly job searches
4. Updated LinkedIn Profile, part of your BRAND

○ 21x more views
○ 36x more messages



BRAND: Career Identity

1. Online Presence (LinkedIn, Portfolio, Social 
Media)

2. Resume & Cover Letter (Professional Narrative)
3. Elevator Pitch (How You Introduce Yourself)
4. Network & Industry Engagement
5. Reputation (references)



How Important is LinkedIn for your BRAND?

1. First Impressions Matter
2. Employers Are Checking You Out
3. Showcase Skills & Projects
4. Direct Access to Hiring Managers & Recruiters
5. Networking = More Job Opportunities
6. Visibility in the Tech Industry



What’s Your Score?
❏  Professional photo (10 pts) ❏ Featured (10 pts)

❏ Background photo (5 pts) ❏ Activity (2 pts)

❏ OpenToWork (optional) ❏ Experience (15 pts)

❏ Headline w/message (10 pts) ❏ Education (5 pts)

❏ Location (2 pts) ❏ Licenses & Certifications    (5 pts)

❏ Education (AS, BS, MS degree still at top of 
LinkedIn profile (5 pts)

❏ Volunteer & Skills (2 pts)

❏ Contact info (did you include your email) (5 
pts)

❏ Skills & Endorsements (most relevant first) (5 pts)

❏ About (10 pts) ❏ Recommendations (2 pts)

❏ Email (within 3 lines of about) (5 pts) ❏ Interests (2 pts)



Profile Example

Professional Photo & Background Photo??



Profile Example

Professional Photo & Background Photo



Profile Example

Headline



Headline Summary

● Talk Tech - mention tools, languages or platforms
● Highlight career titles, can include ambitions such as becoming a 

network administrator, database administrator, or systems 
analyst.

● Emphasize that your ready - proficient, skilled, trained, certified



Headline (Software Engineer)

Java, .NET, HTML
● Entry-Level Software Engineer | Skilled in Java, .NET, and 

HTML/CSS | Passionate About Building Scalable Solutions
● Software Developer | Proficient in Java, HTML/CSS, and .NET | 

Eager to Solve Real-World Problems
● Junior Software Engineer | Front-End & Back-End Development | 

Java | HTML/CSS | .NET



Headline (Network & Security)

Network + / CCNA Entry Level Graduate:
● Network+ Certified IT Graduate | Passionate About Network 

Security & IT Infrastructure | Seeking Internship Opportunities
● IT Specialist | Network+ Certified | Focused on Strengthening 

Skills in Networking & IT Infrastructure
● Entry-Level IT Professional | Network+ Certified | Excited to Build 

Expertise in Network Security & Infrastructure
● CCNA Certified….. Skills & brands……



Headline (IT Operations)

IT Entry Level Graduate (A+):
● Entry-Level IT Professional | Proficient in Managing Networks, 

Servers, and Databases | Ready to Learn and Grow
● A+ Certified IT Professional | Proficient in Managing Networks, 

Servers, and Databases | Ready to Learn and Grow
● IT Specialist | Skilled in Enterprise Applications, Database 

Administration, and Web Server Setup



Open To button ● Open To Work
○ Show EVERYONE you’re 

looking for work



● Pronouns
● Current Position
● Industry
● Education
● Location
● Contact 

Profile Info



● Shorten URL - Linkedin.com/in/arthur-chisolm

Public profile & URL



● Professional photo
● Background photo
● Open to work
● Headline w/skills

Profile Example



Pro Tip: About with Email
Email visible before expanding (1st 3 lines shown)

After expanding...



LinkedIn - Overview
❏  Professional photo (10 pts) ❏ Featured (10 pts)

❏ Background photo (5 pts) ❏ Activity (2 pts)

❏ OpenToWork (optional) ❏ Experience (15 pts)

❏ Headline w/message (10 pts) ❏ Education (5 pts)

❏ Location (2 pts) ❏ Licenses & Certifications    (5 pts)

❏ Education (AS, BS, MS degree still at top of 
LinkedIn profile (5 pts)

❏ Volunteer & Skills (2 pts)

❏ Contact info (did you include your email) (5 
pts)

❏ Skills & Endorsements (most relevant first) (5 pts)

❏ About (10 pts) ❏ Recommendations (2 pts)

❏ Email (within 3 lines of about) (5 pts) ❏ Interests (2 pts)



Profile Example

Featured



Profile Example (Featured)

Featured



Profile Example (Featured)

Featured



● Project Expectations:
○ Employers do not expect advanced 

projects
○ Looking for the fundamentals
○ A well-documented beginner project on 

GitHub will leave a better impression 
than no project at all.

Pro Tip: Projects



Why should you showcase your “simple” projects

● Allows you to TALK TECH
○ Clearly explain your project 
○ Talk tech - mentioned skills used

FAVORITE TECH INTERVIEW QUESTIONS:
● What challenges did you face on this project

○ how did you overcome them?
● If you had more time to work on this project, what 

would you do to improve it
○ shows forward thinking



Profile Example

Featured



Profile Example

Featured



Activity

● Shows likes
● Share insights
● Reinforces your 

brand
● Bring additional 

traffic to your page



Profile Example

Activity



Profile Example

Activity



LinkedIn - Overview
❏  Professional photo (10 pts) ❏ Featured (10 pts)

❏ Background photo (5 pts) ❏ Activity (2 pts)

❏ OpenToWork (optional) ❏ Experience (15 pts)

❏ Headline w/message (10 pts) ❏ Education (5 pts)

❏ Location (2 pts) ❏ Licenses & Certifications    (5 pts)

❏ Education (AS, BS, MS degree still at top of 
LinkedIn profile (5 pts)

❏ Volunteer & Skills (2 pts)

❏ Contact info (did you include your email) (5 
pts)

❏ Skills & Endorsements (most relevant first) (5 pts)

❏ About (10 pts) ❏ Recommendations (2 pts)

❏ Email (within 3 lines of about) (5 pts) ❏ Interests (2 pts)



Profile Example
Experience



Pro Tip: 
Use Experience
To Display Projects



Education

Profile Example



Profile Example

Licenses and Certifications



Profile Example

Volunteer & Skills



Profile Example

Volunteer & Skills



Skills & Endorsements



Profile Example

Recommendations



Profile Example

Recommendations



Solid Linkedin Profile
❏  Professional photo (10 pts) ❏ Featured (10 pts)

❏ Background photo (5 pts) ❏ Activity (2 pts)

❏ OpenToWork (optional) ❏ Experience (15 pts)

❏ Headline w/message (10 pts) ❏ Education (5 pts)

❏ Location (2 pts) ❏ Licenses & Certifications    (5 pts)

❏ Education (AS, BS, MS degree still at top of 
LinkedIn profile (5 pts)

❏ Volunteer & Skills (2 pts)

❏ Contact info (did you include your email) (5 
pts)

❏ Skills & Endorsements (most relevant first) (5 pts)

❏ About (10 pts) ❏ Recommendations (2 pts)

❏ Email (within 3 lines of about) (5 pts) ❏ Interests (2 pts)



Thank you
Upcoming Workshops

● 4/8 Grow your tech network and make connections that 
can lead to opportunities

● 4/22 Elevate your Application Game on LinkedIn

● ?/??  Acing The Interview


