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Pathways Required Common Core  

  English Composition 

A course in this area must meet all of the following learning outcomes. A student will: 

• Read and listen critically and analytically, including identifying an argument’s major assumptions and 

 assertions and evaluating its supporting evidence. 

• Write clearly and coherently in varied, academic formats (such as formal essays, research papers, and 

 reports) using standard English and appropriate technology to critique and improve one’s own and 

 others’ texts. 

• Demonstrate research skills using appropriate technology, including gathering, evaluating, 

 and synthesizing primary and secondary sources. 

• Support a thesis with well-reasoned arguments, and communicate persuasively across a variety of 

 contexts, purposes, audiences, and media. 

• Formulate original ideas and relate them to the ideas of others by employing the conventions 

 of ethical attribution and citation. 

 

Course Specific Learning Outcomes 

 Preamble: The audiences for the learning outcomes below are instructors, students, and the larger college and 

university communities. These outcomes include instances of specialized language that may be unfamiliar to new students 

but that can be easily understood with the guidance of their instructor.   

It is expected that at a minimum, students in ENG 1121 will:   

1. Read and listen critically and analytically in a variety of genres and rhetorical situations: Identify and 

evaluate exigencies, purposes, claims, supporting evidence, and underlying assumptions in a variety of texts, genres, 

and media.   

2. Adapt to and compose in a variety of genres: Adapt writing conventions in ways that are suitable to different 

exigencies and purposes in a variety of contexts, including academic, workplace, and civic audiences. When 

appropriate, repurpose prior work to new genres, audiences, and media by adjusting delivery, design, tone, 

organization, and language.  

3. Use research as a process of inquiry and engagement with multiple perspectives: Learn to focus on a topic 

and develop research questions that lead to propositions and claims that can be supported with wellreasoned 

arguments. Persuasively communicate and repurpose research projects across a variety of contexts, purposes, 

audiences, and media. Demonstrate research skills through attribution and citation gathering, evaluating, and 



synthesizing both primary and secondary sources. Learn how to use appropriate citation styles depending on 

disciplinary and situational requirements (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.).  

4. Use reflection and other metacognitive processes to revise prior assumptions about reading and writing 

and transfer acquired knowledge into new writing situations. Students write reflections of their own reading 

and writing process from the beginning and throughout the semester with the intention to transfer their acquired 

knowledge about genre and composing practices into new writing situations.   

5. Demonstrate the social and ethical responsibilities and consequences of writing: Recognize that firstyear 

writing includes academic, workplace, and civic contexts, all of which require careful deliberation concerning the 

ethical and social ramifications concerning fairness, inclusivity, and respect for diversity. Write and revise for 

academic and broader, public audiences accordingly.   

6. Compose in 21st Century Environments: Learn to choose among the most current and effective delivery 

methods for different composing situations. Students learn to compose in new media environments, including 

alphabetic texts, still and moving images, sonic, and mixed media compositions. Use digital media platforms 

appropriate to audience and purpose.   


