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Andrew Kalotay andy@kalotay.com 

Dr. Andrew Kalotay, president of Andrew Kalotay Associates, is a leading authority on debt 
management. He has written widely on the valuation of bonds, interest rate derivatives, and 
mortgage-backed securities. His innovations include refunding efficiency (a widely used tool for 
managing callable debt), the Ratchet Bond (a surrogate for conventional callable bonds), and the 
Volatility Reduction Measure (for testing hedge effectiveness). Before founding AKA in 1990, 
Dr. Kalotay was with Salomon Brothers in the Bond Portfolio Analysis Group. Prior to that he 
was at Bell Laboratories and AT&T.  On the academic side, he directed the first Financial 
Engineering program in the U.S. at Polytechnic University, from 1995 to 1997. Previously he 
taught at Wharton, Columbia and Fordham University. Apart from his academic publications in 
finance, operations research and statistics, he writes the “Topics in Fixed Income” column in 
Financial Engineering News. Dr. Kalotay holds a B.Sc. and M.Sc. from Queen's University and a 
Ph.D. from the University of Toronto, all in mathematics. In 1997 he was inducted into the Fixed 
Income Analyst Society’s "Hall of Fame". Dr. Kalotay teaches Advanced Topics in Fixed Income 
on a regular basis. 

 

Connie X. Mao  Xiangdong Mao <cmao@temple.edu> 

Dr. Connie X. Mao is an Associate Professor of Finance at Temple University’s School of 
Business and Management. She holds a doctorate in Finance from The Johnson School of 
Management at Cornell University (Ithaca, NY), and a doctorate in Biomedical Science from 
Cornell University Medical School (New York, NY). Professor Mao is specialized in studying 
the effect of ‘agency’ conflicts on the financing decisions of firms and analyzing how the 
resolution of these conflicts influences the efficiency of security markets. Her research has been 
published in several national premier journals including the Journal of Finance and Journal of 
Financial and Quantitative Analysis. Professor Mao is a member of the American Finance 
Association and Financial Management Association. 
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Chika Okereke  Chika Okereke <cokereke@fortress.com> 

Chika Okereke is a member of Drawbridge Global Macro Advisors' Emerging Markets practice 
within Fortress Investment Group. Prior to joining Fortress, Chika worked in the Natural 
Resources Group within Banc of America Securities' Investment Banking Division where he 
focused on corporate finance and capital raising for companies in the Energy and Utilities 
sectors. Before joining Bank of America, Chika worked in the Mergers and Acquisitions Group 
at Goldman Sachs in New York. Chika is a graduate of Imperial College of Science and 
Technology. 
 
 
Andrew J. Taddei  Andrew Taddei <andrew@eamlp.com> 
 
Andrew J. Taddei is currently the Coordinator of Hedge Fund Sales for EAM Partners, L.P., a 
money manager and CTA headquartered in Southlake, TX.  Prior to joining EAM Partners in 
2006, Mr. Taddei was a Senior Managing Director of Bear, Stearns & Co.  As a member of the 
Debt Capital Markets Group, he was responsible for development and distribution of funding 
agreement-backed securities and global Capital Securities product development.  He designed 
the Bear Stearns capital structuring model, a proprietary model that takes a probabilistic portfolio 
approach to capital structure analysis.   Prior to 2001, he was responsible for regulatory, 
accounting and reporting research in fixed income at Bear Stearns. His responsibilities included 
monitoring regulatory and reporting issues for the fixed income markets and developing 
attendant portfolio and balance sheet management strategies.    Mr. Taddei is a graduate of New 
York University and holds an M.B.A. in Finance from Bernard Baruch College.  
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Elena Kirioukhina   Elena Kirioukhina <ekiriouk@gmail.com> 
 
Elena Kirioukhina, Director of Advanced Collection at Saks Fifth Avenue, New York, has a 
B.A. in Liberal Arts and Cultural Studies from the University of St. Petersburg, Russia. She is a 
result-oriented, dynamic Senior Manager with over eighteen years of global managerial 
experience in high performance fashion companies. Elena has proven leadership in driving 
organizational change, building and leading effective teams, and establishing productive 
relationships with vendors. She is responsible for up to 30 employees and up to $30M annual 
sales. 
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Rebecca Kurland   Rebecca Kurland <RKurland@jny.com> 
 
Rebecca Kurland works for Jones Apparel Group as a product development manager, 
supervising and directing a number of clothing lines from design to delivery.  She serves on the 
JAG committee for Corporate Excellence at Jones New York, whose goal is to create and 
maintain a positive work environment for all employees.   

Ms. Kurland attended Cornell University as a Presidential Research Scholar and graduated from 
Cornell with honors in Human Development. Her research focused on child development amidst 
rural poverty. 

Ms. Kurland was director of Camp Ramah Berkshires Waterfront for several summers and still 
keeps busy in her spare time by teaching American Red Cross Lifeguarding and CPR.  In 
conjunction with her close ties with Camp Ramah, she is co-chair of the Labor Day Retreat 
Committee and sits on the board of the Ramah Berkshires Alumni Association. 
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